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SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTION TO BUILDUP OF BRITISH FORCES 

1. SUMMARY. THE BRITISH MILITARY BUILDUP IS MUCH IN EVIDENCE 
AND BELIZEANS THOUGH APPREHENSIVE ARE NOT PANICKY. OPPOSITION 

UDP IS ACTIVELY ATTACKING PREMIER PRICE. PUBLIC ANIMOSITY 

TOWARD GUATEMALA IS NOTICEABLE BUT THERE IS SCANT POPULAR PRESSURE 

FOR INDEPENDENCE. 

2. MILITARY BUILDUP READILY DISCERNIBLE. INDICATIONS OF 
INTENSIFIED UK MILITARY ACTIVITY ESPECIALLY NOTICEABLE AROUND 
BELIZE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. SEVERAL TRENCHES AND ANTI- 
AIRCRAFT GUN EMPLACEMENTS ARE IN EVIDENCE. BELIZE SPECIAL 
FORCES HAVE TAKEN OVER AIR TERMINAL AND ADJOINING FACILITIES. 

ACCESS LIMITED TO EMPLOYEES AND ACTUAL PASSENGERS. ALL 
VEHICLES APPROACHING AIRPORT DETAINED AT CHECK POINT FOR 
DOCUMENT CHECKS. HARRIER AIRCRAFT HAVE ARRIVED AND SPENT 
THE WEEKEND BUZZING THE COUNTRYSIDE. BRITISH ARMY PERSONNEL 
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SOUTHERN BELIZE (ABOUT 125) DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT TOLEDO 
DISTRICT. 

3. MOOD OF CITIZENRY. GOVERNOR'S NATIONWIDE ADDRESS LAST 
WEEK EXPLAINING REASONS FOR REENFORCEMENT HAS DONE MUCH TO 
CALM LOCAL FEARS. BELIZEAN MOOD IS APPREHENSIVE BUT WELL 
SHORT OF PANICKY. BRITISH JETS IN BELIZEAN SKIES HAVE 
BOLSTERED LOCAL MORALE. ANTIPATHY TOWARD GUATEMALA MUCH IN 
EVIDENCE, BUT WIDESPREAD ENTHUSIASM FOR INDEPENDENCE IS NOT 
DISCERNIBLE. 

4. POLITICS AS USUAL. PUBLIC MEETINGS BY UDP AND CITIZENS' 

COMMITTEE (UDP THINLY DISGUISED) WERE HELD LAST WEEK AND 
LATTER ALSO HAD PUBLIC RALLY BILLED AS NON-PARTISAN (BUT 
CLEARLY UDP) SUNDAY AFTERNOON TO EXPRESS SOLIDARITY WITH 
BRITISH AND APPRECIATION FOR REENFORCEMENTS. SIZE OF CROWDS, 
PREDOMINANTLY WOMEN, NOT IMPRESSIVE. RECURRING THEMES WERE 
"PRICE IS TO BLAME FOR GETTING US INTO THIS MESS" AND "NO 
INDEPENDENCE JUST YET." STRONG ANTI-GUATEMALA ANIMOSITY WAS 
IN EVIDENCE AND POLICE HAD TO RESTRAIN CROWD FROM UNFRIENDLY 
CONVERGENCE ON RESIDENCE OF GUATEMALAN CONSUL GENERAL. 

5. MEDIA. BELIZEAN NEWSPAPERS COVERING ALL ASPECTS OF 
SITUATION BUT TONE IS NEITHER INFLAMMATORY NOR FRIGHTENED. 

SOME SNIPING AT PRICE FOR LEAVING TOWN WITHOUT NOTICE. 

FOREIGN MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES IN EVIDENCE (NEW YORK TIMES, 

CBS, LONDON SUNDAY TIMES AND REPORTERS FROM NEARBY 

LATIN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS) BRITISH FORCES HAVE A PR TEAM TO HANDLE 
MEDIA. GOVERNOR POSNETT GAVE A FACTUALLY COMPREHENSIVE 
PRESS BRIEFING NOV 8. 

6. COMMENT. ALL IN ALL, BELIZEAN REACTION TO SITUATION IS 
SURPRISINGLY RESTRAINED. PEOPLE HERE ARE WORRIED BUT NOT 
ALARMED. THEY HAVE BEEN THROUGH IT ONCE BEFORE AND THEY 
SEEM TO ASSUME THAT THE DANGER WILL RECEDE ONCE AGAIN. 
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